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Septembtr 12p 2905

CO RBIN  H IG H  SCH O O L
1901 SNYDER STREET
CORBIN, KY 40701-2453

(606) 528-3902
Fu  (606) 523-3627 JOYCB A. PHILLIP ,S PRINCIPALRANDALL SAWYBR & ASSISTANT PRINGPAL

TONI .H CARLOFTIS, COUNSELOR
ILARBN COLLIN ,S COUNSELOR

GBBALD FOLEX ATHLBTIC DIRBCTOR

Mr. Lm'ry Boucher
M sistant Commlgsioncr
Ktntucky l'ligh Scltool Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drivc
Lexirgon, KY 40595

M r. Boucher;

This letter is a rtjponse to the lpttcr from you concerning tlzt complahlt by Mr. Waynè Shepherd on bvhalf
of Erika Wardzinslti alledging that she has been treated diferently frqm males ilz the parficipation of more
th%  onc spott during a sports season. Erika is not a student at Corbin (811g,11 School. She is a stizdcnt at
Corbin Middle School whb is being allowed to pqrticipate at the Mgh school level on the Wlleybkl team.
Corbin 111g,1: Scvol hàs np formal policy dmceming atllletej particimtirlg on morv tlk'm oqe >illlçtiq team
d'lring a sporis scasonv however aïthletic director Gerald Foley has been worldng on a student-atlllete
hnndbook, which includes a statement concerning tl'tat issue. This hnndbook has becn presented to tht
coaches as a draq for their inpu: and if it becomes arl acceptable gtfideline, it will be presented tb thc site-
based couacil for approval.

Our coaches have the authority to deterlnhle rules arld rzgulations that sttldents must abide by to partidpate
on atl athldic team. Most sports m'r @mzctttred in such a way that it is impossible to pàrticipale jn two
sports at thclséme time, however it has happened on occasion whea plte sport is flexible in its pmctice and
game times. At tb.e present timc we Imve two cheprleadersx two dancç team pembers and t*o cross-
country tcam members prtlcipatimg on another sports team. Our chcerleaders only cheer on Friday nights
and the dnnce team pcrforms at some football games on Ftiday nigllts. 'fhe cross-countly schtdule fôr

' 

for tltu use of facilkties. A1l ofpmctic: and meets are vely flexible because tlley do not have the cons%hds
thcsc students participating on two difrerent tcams are femalt atllletes. At tllis time we lhrtw no mnles
paëcipating en moyc than one team.

1 have checked M4t.11 our termis and baseball coaches concerning th.e allegation that a boy wa6 allowed to
play baseball and tennis at the same time. Thcy have stated that they have no lmowledge of this happening.
Since baseball plays on Monday, Tuesday, Thttràday, Friday and Saturday it would be highly improbabk
that a student cottld de botlz.

I'he problem with Blik:t playing on the volleybzl tenm and golftpnm ls the jched. ule for pmctices and
matcheg. n e volltyball ttmm usual plays on Tttesday and Th> day niglits and some tollrnnmrnts (m
Saturday. rfhey practice on t'lze nther days with an occasional Friday oFfzom practice. lhr golfteam plays
matches at the Tri-colmty Golf Club. The board of directors hws been r cious enough to allow ouê teams
to play home matches a! the Tri-cotmty Czolf Club. however thcy lmve determ'ined flmt .otlr teams'shotlld
plày homc matches on Tuesdays with an occasiönal match on Friday. ()ur vozeyball coach hls a very strict
policy ahtmt the comrnitment ome should mdke to the volleyball teapl and slw txpects them to be prescnt
for pmctices and matches. 0% golfcoach also expects his players te be present for pratices and nmtches.
He believes tlmt players should partidpate ia all matches to hdp them imprpve and get ready for post-
scason play. He would have no problem w1t.14 Bn'kn playing on the volleyball team if it Was on a date when
there was not a golf match or pmctice. IfErika had chosen to play golf she would have participate,d on the

Corbin High School is an e'qtm) opportunity empbyer



' varsity teamv however she chose tû play en the volleyball team and mdicipatcs on the jtmior varsity w1t11
ocœ ional play on the varsity levtl. '

Mr. Wirdzinsld has suggested fhat Erika should bt allowe,d to play in four golf matches. of his clteosizè,
Fhich would qllnlify hcr to play ill tlle regiorml tonrnm ent Coach W ebb contcadm at:d 1 aree, that this
would be grosjly llnfair to the other members of tlle golf tram. whn have piacticed and played in the
regular season matches, to have someone not pmctice 144t.11 thc tzam, be peimitted to play in only four
matches, and take their plac: tm the team that V II ztpresent Corbin Iligl: Schbol in the regional
tollrngment. I supm rt the position that ouz vollçyball coach and golf coach has takea concerning
requiremcms to particimte,

1n summary, because Fe have no formal policr concbming tlle pa 'cim tion of only cne sport during a
spprts seasow coaches determine requirements for mrlicipation, which may rerquira athletes to mak. e a
qhoice bdween sports dlie to schtdl'ling conflicts. lt was my impression that Erika bad made that choicc

l that Mr Wardzinsld sent to our coach sàting that she wolzlli not be on the golf'babed oa the enclosed etter 
.

team- Also enclosed is a copy of thq gaidelinçs that o'ur vûllcybali players abide by wlzich were agreed
' . )upon and signed by Mr. Wardszine .

The allcgations by M r. Shtpherd on behalf of Erika are unfomlded and made without any lçnowledg: of the
facts pedpining to this matter.

Sincerdy, .

K

J ce Phlllips
rincipal



Volleyball 2005

Here aze the rules in a nutshell for the partiçipation on the upcoming season:

4.

6.

Practioes, once school stm s, are mandatory. Excused absences include fnmily
emergencies, school projects, illness or accident. Other extracarricular activities,
jobs, etc. are not excused absences. Overboolcing ones time is not an excused
absence. lf au absenoe is tmexcused, the player will not play in the next match, If an
absence is excuseds the player will not start in the next match. Practice will be every
school day, lmless otherwise notified, except on days of matches. Three unexcused
absences will result in being excused for the team.
Playing time is neither guaranteed nor equally doled out. Playing time is earned on
the practice court.
Each girl must have 10 full practices before tàey are allowed to play in a match. We
have allowed for plenty iif tîme for this to be accomplished, but there will be some
who ate not eligible Fhen the first match is played.
Attendance at m atches is m andatory as well. Varsity m embers will be in attendancç
at JV matches and JV players will be in attendance at varsity matches.
Every girl must ride the bus to and from each away matçh. The girls art not to be
signed off th: bus.
If a girl is absent from school, they aze not to show up at practice without the
pzrmission of M s. Phillips. No exceptions.
The girls will be given two sets of tmiforms for which they aze responsible arz will
have to turn in, undnmaged, at the completion of tl4: season. lf the uniforni is lost,
stolen or dnmaged, it mpst be replaced by the player who lost or dnmaged the.

jformlm .

1 0.

The girls will be given
If the sweats are lost or damaged,

a set of sweats which are to last their entire volleyball career.
they will not be replacedat the team 'sexpense.

reason forParticipation in all Fundraisers is mandatory. lf there is a justisable
someone not to partiéipate in a ftmdraising activity, 1 must be notified in advance.
l request that all matters concerning your daughter's playing be addressed zt the
beginning of practice sessions only. 1 will not entertain complaints or arguments
immediately following a match. Nor will I anjwer phone calls on the night of
matches. Please tmderstand that I am interested in what you have to say arid l am
interested in your daughter's well being. From experience, neither is served well
when em otions are high.

Parents' Signature
#

Player's Signature



Coach Chris W ebb

l know that past athlete's such as Bo Jackson and Dion Sandefl ettk, dealt with the same
issue's as did there Coaches gfpwing up with multi-talented athletehs. 1 informed Erika that
it was in the bes.t interest for the golf team thal she needed to pick between golf and volly-
ball. Erika has choosen to play vollybal! due to aIl 1he girls accept her and coach Eiwell
dpes pot alipwjealousy and blckering as she also has girls that do dance as well as volly-
ball. Apparently Erika was at Snbway with a couple of the golf girls and had went to the
bathroom and as Erika was comiflg tlp throngh the hallway she nverheard them talking
about her and does not feel welcome ojh the golf team, Enka does not need to play high
school golf to gd a scholarship f@r college. For the ncxt six years Corbirl npeds Erlka
more than Erika needs Corbin as Erika already Ilas two offers from University South Florida
and Texas Christian Universty to play golf. We ?et more exposure from colleya coaches
frorn flyil)g to Texas and Flonda and playing lunlor tournaments than on the hlgh scbool
level,
W e will finisb lhis year at Corbin and transfer to North or South Laurel next year as of now

l request permi:sion to contact these schtmls so l am within the guidelines of the .
KHSAA . W e wlmld like to and dpserve the right to at least play in four events to qualify for
the regions, If the team votes that Erika shotlld not or would not help the team we can acmppt
that. lf I force Elika to drop out of vollyball your number six player would basiclly not play
gt aII enless someone was sick or injured. Wlth Coach Harris coachillg track and field
Iast year tlle shoe was ol1 the other foot. One of his players Liv iring Played both Tennis
and ran track. When she showed qg for tennis Erika had to sil the bench even though Erika
made every pracjce and only started wben Liv had a track meet. Now the shoe is on the
other foot and Enka is again somehow on the wrong side of the fence.
You are the coaoh and can play whoever you want when you want , it is yoqr team. If

it is a problem dealing with your seven playet's and there parents then you have to consider
the long term decision In yout decision. The tennis coach and vollyball coach aiong with RlI
there parents will be effected aiong with the citizens of the town when they see another
talented athlete slip thrpugh theçe fingers. This is Erika's decision to make and I have to sup-
pgft her, bjt apparently shq has more fun with the olose qit girls in vollyball than the bickeririg
going Qn w1th the golf girls. After aIl haying fun is what it IS abotjtm-rhe follnwing matches Erika
Is willing to play are:
Aug z:
Aug 27
Aug 29
Aug 31
Sep 9
Sep 26 Regional
Oct 3-5 Blate
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September 6, 2005

Ms. Joyce Phiilips, Principal
Corbin High School
1901 Snyder St.
Corbin, KY 40701

Dear Ms. Phillips:

I am forwarding a Ietter to you from Attorney C. ayne Shepherd of Corbin,
Kentucky. The Ietter alleges a formal grievance against Corbin High School on
behalf of Erica ardzinski, a student a' t your school.
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No Iater than ednesday, September 16, 2005 please reply, in writing, to the
Kentucky High School Athletic Association as to the validity of this allegation.
Specifically, we need to know if such a school wide policy is in place and, if ,so,
have exceptions ever been made to that policy for anyone playing athletics at
Corbin High School. If exceptions have been granted, l would also Iike to know
what steps will be taken to accommodate M s. ardzinski's desire to padicipate
in' b0th Golf and Voulleyball at yo. ut high school.

Enclosure

C' Commissioner Devries
Shepherd Law Osice

Sincerely,

rv N. .r

Larl Boucher
. 

' 

v. ' #Asslstant Commlssloner

2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 40505

(859) 299-5472 Fax (859) 293-5999 .
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SHBFHERD LAW  O FFICE
211 SOUTH MAIN STREET

PO nOX 843
CORBTN, KANTUCKY 4D701

TELEPHONC; (606) .6264:00
TEL:COPIEK (O6j 516.1903

Augtlst l 9, 2005

Biigid Devires
KIISAA
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505
Via Facsîmile: (859) 293-5999

RE: Erika W ardinski and Corbin High Schoot

Dear M s. Dev izes:

The urpose of this Ietter is to file a formal grievance on behalf of Erica W ardzînskiP ,
apainst Corbin lligh Scllool, pursuan: to Titlc lX.

'The schools have various sports wbich are referred to as tlne û'FaI1 sporrs'', such as cross-
county, football, golfand volleyball. The schools also have ç.spring spods'' of baseball, :oftball,
ttgck imd fieldy and tennis. Brika W ardinski has made the teams for the Fall sports of both golf
and volleyball for the Corbin H igh School. However, she ha: betn ad-vised thal it ks the policy of
Coibin High Scheol that studonîs can pm icipatô in only one sport per season. Accordingly, with
both golf and volleyball being fall sports, Erika W ardlnski $s only permitled to partiqipatà in one
(1 ) Sport-

Oàviously, if the school policy only'allows for one spofr per season, no studenks should
bc allowed to partkcipatt in more than one (1 ) Fatl sport at a time, or more than one (1 ) Sprîng
spor! at a time. M y client lnas information, and a beliefi that lhc school has trealed Erikn
W ardinski differently tha.c it has one or m ore of the male athletes at Corbin Hixh School

. M y
client has information to indicate that a certain màlt stutlent who pjays $0th baseball and tennis
at high school, which wbtlld be a violation or the school policj?.

By this letter. we are asking that you ilwestigate the situation at Corbin High Scllool to
determine jf therv is somejustification for tbt Corbin High Schoo! treating it's male studonts
differtntiy than 1he female studtnîs,
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Ms. Brigid Devires
Augusî 19, 2005
Page 2 of 2

1j- h'ou have any questiolbs reglrding tllc abuvc, or if yotl rtqtlire addjljonal infbrmation,

piuase contact nae.

Sincerelys

@ 1
,1

C W ayne Shephtrd

CW S/sd


